
The Enclosure of North Collingham

Presented by:

David Barker

Charlie Stothard

Lawrence Knowles



The Enclosure of North Collingham

Presented by:

David Barker

Charlie Stothard

Lawrence Knowles



Pre-Enclosure organisation 
Å In 18th century many villages had 3 

huge open fields divided in strips.

Å Each farmer had a number of strips 
scattered among the 3 fields.

Å Every year one of the great fields 
would be left fallow (uncultivated) and 
rested. This restored fertility to the 
land.

Å On the other 2 fields wheat or barley 
would be grown by agreement.

Å Common land was set aside for the 
use of the whole community.

Å Villagers would have the right to graze 
animals on the common and to collect 
firewood.



What was Enclosure? 
Å Enclosure was the process 

of amalgamating small plots 
of land into larger more 
efficient farms.

Å Often through the 
privatisation of common 
land.

Å It started in 16th/17th 
centuries.

Å But predominantly in the 18th 
and early 19th centuries.

Å It marks the gradual shift 
from communal farming to 
private individual ownership.



¸  The great fields were divided into parcels called 'furlongs'. 

¸  The furlong was further subdivided into long, thin 'strips' of land.

¸  Strips were distributed among the villagers, the manor, and the church. 

¸ A family might possess about 70 strips totalling about 20 acres scattered around 

the fields. 

¸ This ensured a fair share of both good and poor land.

¸ The right of pasture on fallowed fields, land unsuitable for cultivation, and 

harvested fields was held in common with rules to prevent overgrazing enforced 

by the community.

¸ Ploughing created a landscape of 'ridge and furrows', furrows between ridges. 

How was land shared out?



Examples of ridge and furrows.
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1940s RAF aerial photos of Collingham show traces of ridge & furrows.
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1940s RAF aerial photos of Collingham show traces of ridge & furrows.



Å The driving force was efficiency.

Å Agricultural revolution brought Innovations.

Å New farming methods such as crop rotation & selective breeding.

Å Needed much larger plots to be effective.

Å Wealthy landowners sought to improve efficiency and maximise 

their profits.

Å Population Growth: Increased demand for food needing more 

productive land.

Å Enclosure met demand allowing more intensive farming.

What Led to Enclosure?



¸ The Enclosure Acts: a series of laws passed from 17th century giving legal backing 

to landowners to fence off and enclose common land into single ownership.

 

¸ Consequences: Social Displacement of many small holders and labourers.

 

¸ Small farmers depended on common land for survival.

 

¸ With no legal claim to newly enclosed closes, people were forced off their land.

 

¸ Leading to migration into towns & cities during the Industrial Revolution.

The social effects of Enclosure



1567 Successful Partial Enclosure bid by 9 villagers

Some names still around today.

1649 Failed Attempt at Enclosure.

Promoters:  Sedgwick, Pocklington & 13 others. 

Opposition:  Sheppard & 7 others. 

Articles of agreement drawn up,

money raised & ground plots laid out and sown.

Disagreement broke out, articles disavowed. 

Aggrieved party took case to Equity Court in London.

They must have lost!

1790 Enclosure of North Collingham by Parliamentary Act.

Earlier efforts to enclose



¸ The landowner(s) seeking enclosure needed first to seek the support of other 

major landowners in the parish. 

¸ If they were favourable, a public meeting would be called, where any landowner 

could express their support or concerns. 

¸ If owners of three-quarters of the land in the parish agreed, lawyers would 

prepare an Enclosure Bill (formerly known as Inclosure), and present it to 

Parliament. 

¸ If the bill passed its readings and the committee stage, it became an Act. 

¸ The Parliamentary Act for North Collingham's enclosure was published in 1790

Enclosure by Parliamentary Act



Pre-Enclosure map

ÅDavid has brought our story to 1790, and the Act of 
Parliament for the enclosure of North Collingham has 
been passed.
 

ÅSo, what happened next?
 

ÅThe Act appointed Surveyors and Commissioners.



Instructions for the surveyors were 
included in the Act of Parliament.



William Attenburrowôs task

ÅMake a true and perfect survey and admeasurement of the open 
fields, meadows, pastures, moors and waste grounds and of the 
present enclosed lands.....

ÅThe number of acres, roods and perches belonging to each 
proprietor in the said open fields, meadow grounds, cow pasture 
and waste grounds shall be described and specified...



The Commissioners

ÅThe said survey and admeasurement shall be laid before 

the said ñCommissionersò.

ÅThe next stage would be for the Commissioners to 
determine the new landscape of Closes.

ÅOnce this had been done an award was drawn up detailing 
the new landscape and a post-enclosure map was included 
with the award.



Outcome of the Act ï The ñAwardò. 



The Award for North Collingham.



Part of the Award.



A copy of the finished Post-Enclosure map was kept with the Award.



The Post-Enclosure map detail showing the old and new óClosesô.



ÅDr Dennis Mills. Historian, Open 
University, living in Collingham had 
access to the map and traced it in 
18 sections.

ÅHis notes tell us that he traced only 
the Pre-Enclosure landscape and 
not the new Closes.

ÅHe donated these along with his 
notes, to the archives.

ÅHe stressed the importance of the 
map.

We knew of its existence in 1977



An image from the tracings of Dr Dennis Mills.



The map is donated to CDLHS

ÅCircumstances of donation to 
CDLHS.

ÅWhat did it look like?

ÅWhat condition was it in?

ÅThe link from Dr Dennis Mills 
to Peter Holland to CDLHS.



Correspondence



Original Pre-Enclosure maps are rare

ÅThey were no longer important.
 

ÅThere was no requirement to keep them.
 

ÅSo how do we think ours survived?



Speculation on how it survived

ÅThe Act states that a copy of the Post-Enclosure 
map should be kept in the parish chest. Was the 
working copy of the map put with it?

ÅOr was it kept somewhere else in the village to 
be referred to in case of disputes?

ÅAfter, a number of years, the need to refer to it 
would end. Was it put in an attic and forgotten?

ÅDid it reappear in the 1870s?



As later the schools are recorded.


