
 
 
                                                 Newsletter March 2020 : Coronavirus  

 
Dear Member  
 
It is with regret that we have to inform you that all our events over the spring and summer 
this year are cancelled due to the Coronavirus emergency. 
 
These events include: 
 
April 8th :  Talk by Adrian Gray ‘Why did they come from here’. 
May 8 – 11th : May Fair Exhibition ‘Collingham in WW2’ in All Saint’s Church 
June 6th : Community Archaeology Test Pit Dig 
July 1st : Village Walk 
August 5th : Visit to Holme Church followed by refreshments 
 
The Archives in the Jubilee Room will be closed for this period. 
 
We will continue to monitor the situation and we hope to start the talks again in September 
when I shall present ‘Florence Nightingale – A Derbyshire Legend’. We will keep you 
updated with any major changes to this plan. 
 
On a more positive note, we are still planning to present our Exhibition on Collingham in 
WW2 at some future date in All Saint’s Church. We may have to wait until the May Fair is 
reinstated. Our aim is also to publish Irregular 5 in the autumn. The deadline for articles is 
May 2020. We may be able to arrange special opening of the Archives for individual use 
depending on government advice. 
 
You may be interested in the books advertised overleaf. Many of you missed Jean Burton’s 
excellent talk on Sir Joseph Banks in March, we advertise her book overleaf. Adrian Gray’s 
recently published book ‘Restless Souls Pilgrim Roots also features. Lastly we have hosted 
Rob Smith’s account of Nottingham Settlers in South Africa as a pdf on our website. Rob 
Smith, from Southwell Local History Society, donated this free for us to distribute. 
 
If anyone has any queries or comments get in touch with me please. 
 
It goes without saying, please keep safe to keep well. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
01636 892292        patsmedley@googlemail.com



This year is the bicentennial for a national scheme in which about 4,000 people emigrated to the Eastern 

Cape, South Africa. Some 190 people from 

Nottinghamshire joined the scheme and made the 

crossing in four ships. 

The leader of the main group from Nottinghamshire was 

Dr Thomas Calton from Collingham. His group, 

known as the ‘Calton’ or ‘Nottingham Party’ were 

representative of typical settlers and were involved in all 

of the very turbulent history of the district. 

Kindly donated by the Author, this book  can be 
downloaded free of charge from:                                                                                     
www.collingham-history.org.uk 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Restless Souls Pilgrim Roots’ written by Adrian Gray who was 
due to speak to us in April, looks at the turbulent history of 
christianity in Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire from the 7th to the 
17th century.  The book places great historical figures such as Fox 
and Cranmer in the context of their times and in the unfolding story 
of spiritual change, rebellion and sometimes death.  These early 
‘non-conformists’ were motivated by a quest for a better Faith and 
Church, leading them from the ‘heresy’ of Lollardism to be 
champions of the Reformation in England. 
Available from www.bookwormretford.co.uk  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Our excellent March speaker, Jean Shaftoe Burton, [founder of the 
Joseph Banks Society] sold all of the copies of her book ‘Sir Joseph 
Banks : Rooted in Lincolnshire’.   This delightful book, richly 
illustrated with colour plates and fine drawings, takes one on a 
tour of Banks’ country : Revesby, Horncastle, Boston and many 
local villages. 
 
 
For those of you who missed out her book can be bought online at 
: 
www.joseph-banks.org.uk or  www.abebooks.co.uk 
  

Local history books you may find interesting 
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